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The Presidents of Casta Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and
Nicaragua signed a Central American peace accord, known as Esquipulas II,
on 7 August 1987. The accord contains provisions to protect human rights,
including guarantees of the inviolable rights to life and to physical
safety. Amnesty International welcomed these provisions but continues to
address many human rights concerns in Central America,

El Salvador: While the number of "disappearances and extrajudicial
executions have decreased since the early 1980°'s, military and security
force personnel in the guise of “"death squads" have once again carried out
attacks in recent months on suspected government opponents. The government
released hundreds of prisconers following an amnesty decreed in November
1987. A pattern of "disappearances” and extrajudicial executions of
released political prisoners, however, appears to have emerged. New
emergency legislation passed in March 1987 continues tao admit extended
administrative detention and the use ofﬂextrajudicial confessions,
practices which Amnesty International fears had facilitated human rights
violations in the past, including, torture and extrajudieial executions.

Guatemala: Amnesty International continues to receive reports of
"disappearances” and extrajudieial executions, although the number of
reports had decreased since President Viniecis Cerezo took office in January
1986. Under a general amnesty adopted shortly before he tock office,
however, those responsible for thousands of “disappearances” and killings
during recent yvears are exempt from criminal prosecution. Victims of these
abuses over the past months, which appear once again to be on the increase,
include trade uniocnists, former student leaders, Christian and lay
activists and peasants.

Honduras: A pattern of short-term political detentions without due process,
application of anti-terrorist legislation to imprison peasants detained on
land-dispute issues and frequent reports of torture remain concerns of
Amnesty International. Human rights workers have been harassed recently
with death threats and bomb attacks, in which an armed forces intelligence
unit allegedly has participated.

Nicaragua: For several vears Amnesty International has been concerned
about the detention of opposition party members and trade unionists who may
be prisoners of conscience. In recent years peasant workers living in



combat zones have been detained for allegedly collaborating with opposition
forces. Prisoners are held incommunicade for long periods during security
police investigations and many of them are convicted solely on the basis of
confessions obtained under duress. Amnesty International has alse been
concerned by reports of "disappearances' and extrajudicial executions, most
of which occurred in rcombat zones.
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Central America : Summary of Recent Concerns

On 7 August 1987 the Presidents of Costa Hica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras and Nicaragua signed a Central American peace accord, which aimed
at "promoting the cause of freedom, demoeracy and peace in Central
America”. This accord is known as "Esquipulas I1", and contains explicit
reference to respect for human rights and, in particular, guarantees the
inviolable nature of the rights to life and the security of persons. Since
the agreement was signed, governments in the region have announced a number
of human rights measures, which they have described as in fulfilment of
"Bagquipulas II".

Amnesty International has welcomed the stated commitment of the
Central American governments to improving the human rights situation in
their countries, but continues to have human rights concerns in the region.
These are summarized below.

EL SALVADOR

Amnesty International has been concerned in El Salvador at a long-term
pattern of "disappearances" and extrajudicial executiens of real or
perceived opponents of successive governments. While cases of this kind
have fallen in number since the early 1080s Amnesty International has
continued to receive reports of "disappearances” and extrajudicial
executions carried out by military and security force personnel, acting
both in uniform and in plain clothes, in the guise of the so-called "death
squads”, and has noted with particular concern an increase in recent months
of activities attributed to such "death squads”.

Amnesty International has also been concerned at the long-term untried
detention of many hundreds of political prisoners, many of them reportedly
obliged to sign extrajudicial econfessions under torture. S5ome had been
held for as long as five to six years without trial, including a ten month
pericd in which they remained in custody after the state of siege and
emegency legislation under which they had originally been detained lapsed
in early 1987, Amnesty International therefore welcomed the release in
November 1987 of more than 400 political prisoners under the terms of an
amnesty decree. The Salvadorian legislation provided for absolute amnesty
for those implicated in the commission of political crimes and common
crimes connected with them, including persons not yet charged.

Amnesty International understands that some seventeen political
prisoners remained detained following the amnesty. Amnesty International
is seeking clarification as to why their cases were not covered by the



terms of the amnesty, and details as toe their present legal situation. On
19 December 1987 the majority of the seventeen who remained in the
political sector of La Esperanza prison were foreibly removed from prison
and transferred to different locations all over the country, where they are
reportedly being held with commen law prisoners. During the incident one
prisoner, Manuel de Jesus Araujo Sanchez, is reported to have died after
the security forces threw him from the first floor. The authorities,
however, allege that Araujo Sédnchez committed suicide. The organization
also remains concerned for the physical security of those released, none of
whom apparently had the opportunity to argue their innocence before the
courts. Prior to the amnesty, Amnesty International had received a number
of reports of the "disappearance" and extrajudicial execution of political
prisoners released on technical grounds or through irregular procedures.

Amnesty International is also disturbed that Decree 618 of March 1987
remains on the statute books to govern proceedings in cases of political
detainees should another state of siege be declared. Decree 618 continues
to permit extended pre-trial detention and continues to admit extrajudicial
statements, procedures which Amnesty International helieves facilitated
human rights viclations, including torture under the emergency measures
(Decree 507 of December 1980 and Decree 50 of February 1984)] which had
preceded it.

It is alsc of concern to Amnesty International that the terms of the
recent amnesty appeared to preclude the possibility that those responsible
for past human rights viclations might be brought to justice. Amnesty
International believes reports of human rights violations should be
thoroughly and speedily investigated and that any members of the security
forces and others found to be responsible for abuses of fundamental human
rights should be brought to justice. Prompt action by the authorities in
such cases would, in Amnesty International’s opinion, provide a positive
demonstration of the government's commitment to preventing future human
rights vioclations. Amnesty International alsa believes that relatives have
the right to discover the fate of the tens of thousands of people whe have
"disappeared” in El Salvador in recent years, and to establish the facts in
the cases of those who were the victims of extrajudicial executions.

Amnesty International is not in principle opposed to amnesties or
pardons for people convicted of human rights abuses, provided that an
accounting has been made and the facts brought to light. It is thus
particularly concerned about the clause of the new amnesty law which
pardons even those not yet charged. It fears that they, and the
perpetrators of all past abuses, may now continue to act with a sense of
impunity, Amnesty International has noted with grave concern further
apparent extrajudicial executions and "disappearances" since the amnesty
was promulgated.

Of particular concern in this regard were the murder of Salvadorian
human rights leader Herbert Anaya Sanabria on 26 October 1987, only days
after the terms of El Salvador's amnesty measures were agreed, and the
death of Gerardo Hernandez Torres on 16 December 1987, apparently as a
result of torture, at Mariona prison near San Salvador., the main detention
facility in the San Salvador area for male political priscners. Anaya's
murder was carried out in "death squad” style by armed men in plain clothes
with silencers on their guns. The Salvaderian government promised an
ingquiry inteo his killing. In December, Jorge Alberto Miranda Arévalo, a
young man arrested on other charges, voluntarily admitted, according to the
police, to complicity in the Anaya killing. Despite the fact that



constitutional guarantees should now be in force in El Salvador limiting
administrative detention to 72 hours, he was held for twelve days virtually
incommunicado, during which time he made an extrajudicial confession to
having acted as look-out while two others actually carried out the killing.
His family have testified that he was at home at the time the murder took
place, and that they believe he confessed under duress. Miranda himself
reportedly retracted his confession on 18 February 1988, stating that he
had been forced into accepting responsibility for an act he did not commit,
At the time of writing, however, no further details were available.

Amnesty International has urged that investigations be conducted into
allegations that Jorge Miranda was subjected to duress, including extended
sleep deprivation, to secure his confession. The organization is also
urging that further inquiries into the killing of Herbert Anava be carried
out by persons recognized for their impartiality, independence and
competence, and that their methods of work and the information on which the
inguiry bases its findings be made public, either through its hearinags
being open to the public and/or through subseguent publication.

Gerardo Hernéndez Torres' death at Mariona prison, from which some 400
political prisoners were only recently released, allegedly came as a result
of the torture he suffered while in custody. Others now detained at
Mariona prison, but previcusly held with Herndndez first at the barracks of
the First Infantry Brigade in the department of San Salvador and then at
National Police Headquarters in San Salvador itself, have testified that
Hernandez was tortured at both places after having been detained on 12
December 1987 by soldiers of the Atlacatl army counter-insurgency brigade.
He was transferred to Mariona prison an 15 December, where he died in the
early hours of the following day. Amnesty International understands that
the judge who certified the cause of his death declared that he had died of
"beatings” [golpes]. Amnesty International believes that this death should
also be fully investigated and those responsible brought to justice.

Amnesty International is econcerned at what seems to be a pattern of
extrajudicial executions and "disappearances"” of released political
prisoners. For example, Maria Anselma Herndndez, a former political
prisoner released under the amnesty, was reportedly re-arrested on 4
January 1988 by soldiers from the Fourth Detachment, based at San Francisco
Gotera, but her detention has never been acknowledged and her present
whereabouts are unknown.

José Edilberto Espinoza Abrego, a former political priscner, was
abducted on 21 January 1988 by men in plain clothes, pushed inte a white
vehicle and driven off in the direction of llopango airport outside San
Salvadoer. He was abducted while on his way back to the Iglesia 22 de abril
in Soyapango, a suburb of San Salvador, where he worlked in the carpentiry
workshop. Relatives stated that they enquired regarding his whereabouts at
the headquarters of the National Police, National Guard, Treasury Police
and Salvadorian Airforce base in Ilopango, but that his detention had been
denied. They alsc stated that a secretary at the Supreme Court of Justice,
where they had gone to file a writ of habeas corpus, informed them that
there would be a three-month delay in processing such writs. Espinoza
Abrege had previously been detained in La Esperanza prison in Mariona as a
political prisoner from 10 June 1985 until his release on 6 March 1987.

In addition, the organization has received reports of abuses and
threats directed at displaced persons and those assisting them, in and
around the San José Calle Real camp for the displaced, north of San



Salvador. On 16 January 1988 soldiers are reported to have entered the
Calle Real camp, carrying a list of people they intended to remove. Camp
officials state that they prevented them from doing so and that the army
returned the following night and fired on pecple in the camp, wounding one
person. On 24 January, according to reports, a truck carrving a group of
displaced persons from the camp to the Archbishopric in San Salvador was
stopped by men in plain clothes armed with M-16 rifles, believed to operate
with the acquiescence of the security forces. The men allegedly hit one
woman and the driver, US citizen Francisce Javier Herrera, aged 25, a
member of the Calle Real pastoral team. The gunmen are also reported to
have threatened the group that the “death squads” would get them or anvone
else who continued to drive the truck for the camp. This incident is one
in a series of reported abuses against displaced persons, refugees and
those assisting them.

GUATEMALA

Amnesty International has received few reports of political
imprisonment in Guatemala in recent years. Instead, successive governments
eliminated real or perceived opponents through massive "disappearances” and
extrajudicial executions. Since President Viniecio Cerezao came to office in
January 1986 the number of such reports has considerably diminished, but
Amnesty International continues to receive reports of "disappearances” and
extrajudicial executions in Guatemala.

The organization has remained disturbed at the terms of the general
amnesty [Decree 08-86 of January 1986] adopted by the military predecessors
of President Cerezo on the eve of his accession to office in January 1986,
This measure promulgated an amnesty for "political crimes and related
common crimes for the period 23 March 1982 [when General Rios Montt came to
power in a military coup], and 14 January 1986", the date of President
Cerezo's inauguration. Under this law, it would not be possible to
initiate or pursue prosecutions against the authors of such crimes, their
accomplices, nor against anyone who had concealed such acts. Decree D8-85
was similar to other amnesties passed since the military coup of March
1982, all of which appeared aimed at preventing the prosecution of military
and police personnel for human rights violations. It is Amnesty
International's belief that those responsible for the thousands of
"disappearances” and extrajudicial executions which occurred in Guatemala
in recent years should not be exempt from criminal prosecution. It fears
that, by protecting members of the police and security forces and civilians
who worked with them from prosecution, the amnesty serves to make it
impossible for families to establish the truth about their "disappeared” or
murdered relatives. Amnesty International is further concerned that the
amnesty may have served te give the perpetrators of rast crimes a sehse of
impunity and so may have contributed to renewed human rights violations in
recent months, including a wave of "disappearances” and extrajudicial
executions.

Victims of reported "disappearance” and extrajudicial executions in
the last months have included trade unionists, former student leaders,
Christian and lay activists and peasants. Some of the most recent such
reported to Amnesty International involved the detention, on 29 October
1987, of peasant land league members José HRuiz Ramirez, José Velasguez
Garcia and Manuel Chin Beosos, by members of the armed forces, from the
Finca San Basilio (San Basilio Estate), Rio Bravo municipality,
Suchitepégquez. The authorities have denied their detention. Manuel Chin



Bosos was found dead on 3 November. Other bodies have also been found
which are believed to be those of the other two “disappeared” peasants
although their identity has not yet been positively confirmed. The three
men were members of a local Comunidad Eclesial de Base [CEB], Christisn
base community. On 18 October 1987 Danilo Morales, also a CEB member, was
abducted by heavily armed men in Guatemala City. He was found dead in
December 1987,

Other incidents reported to Amnesty International since Guatemala
signed the Central American Peace Plan in August have included the
following:

- Danile Sergic Alvarado Mejia and René Haroldo Leiva Caxaj were both
found dead on the morning of 23 October 1987. According to reports
received by Amnesty International, the two men, both agronomists, had been
abducted by heavily armed men in civilian clothes on 17 and 19 October
respectively. In December 1987 the Minister of the Interior gave a press
conference at which he annocunced that six people, including the Chief of
Police of Quetzaltenango and five of his police agents, had been arrested
in connection with the killings. He also announced the arrest of two more
police agents for "involvement in crimes, torture and murders” during 1980
and 1981. However, it is not clear where any of the detainees are held,
and the further infermation on the two cases referred to above which the
Minister promised would be made publiec after the initial twenty davs of
inquiry had been completed, has apparently not yet been made available.

- Domingo Morente Gémez, in his 40s, an agricultural worker and vice-
president of the Cathelic Action group of his village, was abducted in the
presence of witnesses by uniformed members of the armed forces on 22
October 1987 at 2.00 am in the cantdn (hamlet) of Vega, Sacapulas, Duiché
department. Villagers believe that he was taken to the local army base,
but offiecials there reportedly denied his detention. Amnesty International
has since learned that Domingo Morente reappeared, but the details of his
detention and treatment are unclear. His family are now reportedly
concerned for their own safety. Domingo Morente's brother was killed by
the armed forces in 1981, and his brother's widow, Macaria Coj Chingo, has
now reportedly received threats to her life.

- Cerman Ventura Herndndez, reportedly an ex-trade union leader, was
abducted on 22 October 1987 near the Mexican horder. Oermin Ventura had
returned to Guatemala recently from Mexico, where he had been living in
exile. He was returning to Mexico when he was seized by members of the
Kaibiles (an elite army counter-insurgency unit), in the presence of
witnesses. His family presented a writ of habeas corpus to the courts on
24 October, but Amnesty International understands that it did not result in
the disclosure of any information concerning his whereabouts. On 17
Hovember, some three weeks after his detention, the Armed Forces Chief of
Information and Dissemination, Lieutenant Colonel Hoberto Letona, publicly
announced that German Ventura, whom he described as a Salvadorian national,
had been detained by the armed forces because of passport irregularities
and because he "had visited socialist countries" ("debido a que visitd
paises socialistas”). The armed forces maintain that he was subsequently
released, but relatives living in Guatemala believe that he remains in the
custody of the armed forces.

= Hermenegildo Dolores Fuentes, a peasant leader, was reportedly
detained on 25 October 1987 by paramilitary forces, in the village of San
Rafael Soche, San Marcos; his body, bearing stab wounds, was found the



following day. He had reportedly been organizing local peasants to
petition the government for land.

- Diegoe Sicay Puluc, Gaspar Yataz Pablo, José and Antonio Mecia Hamirez
were found dead on 28 January 1988 on the road between Santiago Atitlén and
Jan Lucas Toliman, Solola department. All four bodies reportedly bore signs
of torture and bullet wounds. Diego Sicay Puluc had reportedly been
abducted on 24 January at 2.00 am from his home in Pachichaj, Santiago
Atitlan, by armed men who broke into his home. HReports indicate that
Gaspar Yataz Pablo was taken from an inter-city bus travelling from
Santiago Atitlan to Guatemala City on about 24 January by armed men who
boarded the bus near Pachitulul, Solold department. According to their
father, the brothers José and Antonioc Mecia HRamirez were kidnapped at about
7.00 pm on 23 January from their home in Tzanchicham, Santiago Atitlan, by
armed men in olive green uniforms.

= Most recently, Ana Elizabeth Paniagua Morales, a 25-year-old
accountant, was abducted on 9 February 1988 by three heavily armed mern,
whom witnesses believed to have been members of the Mational Police. The
abduction was carried out near her home in the capital, Guatemala City,
while she was out shopping. Witnesses to the incident reported that she
was violently beaten by her kidnappers and was taken away in a white wvan
with polarized windows and without number plates. A writ of habeas corpus
was presented by a local human rights group. The body of Ana Elizabeth
Paniagua, reportedly stabbed to death, was found on 11 February.

Amnesty International has urged the Guatemalan govermnment te carry out
full inquiries into these and other reports of recent feared
‘disappearances” and apparent extrajudicial executions, and has urged that
those found responsible be brought to justice, It has as vet received no
response teo its inquiries.

Amnesty International has also been concerned at reported death
threats directed against Vieleta de Ledn, a member of the Grupe de Apoyo
Mutue por el Aparecimiento con Vida de Nuestros Familiares [GAM], Mutual
Support Group for the Appearance of our Family Members Alive. She is the
mother of Byron Mansilla de Ledn, who "disappeared” on 13 November 1984 in
Guatemala City, allegedly abducted by members of the G-2, the intelligence
service of the armed forces, and a then high-ranking member of the now-
disbanded Departamento de Investigaciones Técnicas, (DIT - Department of
Technical Investigations], the intelligence branch of the National Police.
On 16 October 1987, Violeta de Ledn submitted papers naming those she
believed responsible for her son's "disappearance’ to Judge Olegario Labbé
Morales, who had been appointed by the Supreme Court in May 1986 to
investigate writs of habeas corpus lodged with the Court on behalf of
people who had "disappeared” both under the Cerezo administration and
previously. Mrs de Ledn then began receiving anonymous telephone calls
threatening her with death. In this case, as well as in the case of
Macaria Coj Chingo, Amnesty International has urged the Guatemalan
government to investigate fully the death threats made and to take all
possible steps to ensure their safety.

Amnesty International believes that the apparent lack of progress of
various human rights initiatives announced by President Cerezo since he
came to offiece may alsc have helped create the climate for continued human
rights violations such as those detailed above. For example, the special
Presidential Commission on Disappearances first announced in April 1987 is
not yet operationmal, and to Amnesty International's knowledge final accord



has not yet been reached as to its legal status, terms of reference,
composition, budget or relationmship to any of the other pertinent bodies.

Similarly, the mandate and methodology of the constitutionally
established Congressional Human Rights Committee also remain unclear, while
the Human Rights Attorney [Procurador de Derechns Humanos]}, also
provided for by the new constitution, was only appointed in August 1987,
some 20 months after President Cerezo took office. It is still not clear
how this office is to operate, nor how it is to relate to other relevant
bodies. The same is true regarding the Presidential Advisory Commission on
Human Rights (COPADEH]) established by Governmental Agreement No. 971-87 of
3 November 1987.

With respect to the activities of the Juez Ejecutor appointed tao
investigate writs of habeas corpus, Judge Olegario Labbé, Amnesty
International continues to have certain reservations regarding his
methedology. WNo effort seems to have been made to pursue information
available concerning those responsible for specifie "disappearances" or
extrajudicial executions, and Ammesty International has been disappointed
at the relatively few instances where Judge Labbé has located missing
people feared to have "disappeared” because of their real or perceived
opposition to this or previous administrations.

HONDURAS

Amnesty International has been concerned by a pattern of short-term
political detentions without due process, the use of anti-terrorist
legislation as a basis for the imprisonment of peasants detained on land-
related issues, and frequent reports of torture. HRecent developments
include reports of the harassment of human rights workers, including death
threats and bombing attacks, in which an intelligence unit of the armed
forces is alleged to have been implicated, and the killing of two
opposition politicians, one of whom was a prominent human rights activist.
Although no long-term "disappearances' have been reported carried out under
the present government, no positive steps have been taken te bring to
Justice military personnel implicated in the "disappearance” of over 100
people between 1980 and 1984 whose fate the government has not clarified.

On 26 November the National Congress approved a “full and
unconditional amnesty” to all those detained, on trial or convicted for
offences under those sections of the Penal Code which deal with crimes
against internal security, and the similar sections of the Military Penal
Code. As of 19 February, Amnesty International knew of the application of
the amnesty law to 30 cases. They included 15 peasants belonging to the
Confederacion Nacional de Trabajadores del Campo [CNTC), National
Confederation of Rural Workers, ten of wham had already been released on
bail. All were detained in early October 1987 and accused of links with an
armed opposition group, the Fuerzas Populares Revolucionarias “Lorenza
Zelaya”, although they denied these charges and claimed that they had been
detained as a result of their involvement in land conflicts. Amnesty
International was concerned at reports that many of the prisoners were
tortured while in police custody. Alse released under the amnesty were 14
trade unionists, employees of the Compafiia Agricola ¥ Ganadera de Sula
(CAGSA) in El Progreso, Yoro, who were detained on 14 and 15 November 1987
during a strike and accused of kidnapping, subversion, sedition and
robbery. Ezra Honam Rois, aged 19, who left Honduras with false
documentation in 1982 after it was alleged that his mother, a prominent




trade unionist, had been linked ta the bombing of a power plant, was alsa
released. He had been facing charges of falsification of documents and
impersonation.

On 14 January 1988 Miguel Angel Pavédn Salazar, aged 44 and president
of the San Pedro Sula chapter of the Comité para la Defensa de los Derechos

Humanos de Honduras (CODEH) and a deputy congressman for the Partido
Inovacién Nacional y Unidad (PINU) was shot and killed at about 6.15 pm in
the Colonia de Florencia by an armed man in civilian clothes riding pillion
on a motorcycle. Also killed in the attack was Moises Landaverde, aged 33,
a teacher and official of the Colegio Profesores Educacién Media de
Honduras (COPEMH). Miguel Angel Pavén and the President of CODEH, Dr Ramédn
Custodio, have been prominent witnesses in the case against the Government
of Honduras currently before the Inter-American Court of Human Hights,
invelving four "disappearance” cases. Sr Pavén appeared as a witness
before the Court in October 1987 and on his return to Honduras made
extensive declarations to the press. After this he is reported to have
received anonymous death threats. Death threats have alsao been received by
Dr Ramén Custodio. Honduran human rights organizations have attributed the
killings to a secret armed forces intelligence unit believed to have been
responsible for systematic killings and "disappearances" of left-wing
government critics in previous years. The killing of Miguel Angel Pavén was
the first case under the present government involwving the murder of a human
rights activist. Another person who had been dus to appear before the
Inter-American Court as a witness, José Isaias Vilorio, a Honduran army
sergeant alleged to have belonged to an army death squad, was shot dead on
5 January 1988 by four unidentified men in civilian clothes in a bus
station in Tegucigalpa. So far no arrests have been made in connection
with any of the killings.

NICARAGUA

Amnesty International has been concerned for several Years about the
detention of members of opposition parties and trade unions under -the state
of emergency whom it believes may be prisoners of conscience, that is,
people detained for their legal political activities wha have not used or
advocated violence. In recent years most political detainees have been
peasant farmers resident in war zones who have been accused of
collaborating with armed opposition forces. While Amnesty International
has not identified any such prisoners as prisoners of conscience, it has
repeatedly expressed concern about trial procedures in such cases.
Prisoners under investigation by the security police are normally held for
long pericds incommunicado without access to lawyers and are frequently
convicted on the sole basis of out-of-court confessions obtained in
circumstances suggesting duress. The courts hearing these cases, the
Tribunales Populares Antisomocistas [TPAs), were established in 1983 tao
deal with cases involving national security and are outside the
Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. There is no appeal against TPA
sentences to the ordinary courts. In Amnesty International’'s view the
structure of the courts and the summary procedures used have impeded the
right to a fair and impartial trial. Although it has documented few cases
of physical torture, Amnesty International has repeatedly made known its
concern about harsh and abusive conditions of pre-trial detention, in
particular the use of extreme psychological pressure on detainees held
incommunicade for long periods. Amnesty International has also investigated
and documented cases of "disappearances”, and extrajudicial executions
carried out by military persomnel, the great majority of which have also




occurred in combat zones. In some cases, those responsible for these
abuses have been arrested, tried and sentenced, but in other cases only
partial or incomplete investigations have been carried out.

According to information from the Nicaraguan government, as of 1
December 1987 there were 3,444 political prisoners in Nicaragua. Of these
1,864 have been accused of offences - including gross abuses of human
rights - allegedly committed while they were serving as members of the
National Guard under the government of Anastasio Seomoza. All except three
have been convicted and sentenced. 1,580 have been accused of offences
under Decree 1074 of 6 June 1982 (Ley para el Mantenimiento del Orden Y
Seguridad Pablica), in most cases relating to alleged involvement in or
collaboration with armed opposition groups [“contras”];: of these, 924 have
been convicted and sentenced and 656 have been committed for trial. These
figures underestimate the true number of political priseners since they
refer only teo those in the custody of the Wational Penitentiary System, and
do not include those held for investigation in detention facilities of the
Direccién General de Seguridad del Estado [DGSE) or the armed forces.
Estimates by non-governmental sources over recent yvears have fluctuated
between 200 and 1,500, with an average figure of 400-500 prisoners held in
pre-trial DGSE custody around the country at any one time.

On 22 November 1987, 985 political prisoners were released under a
government pardon [indulte] approved by the National Assembly. Amnesty
International believes that this number included about 700 convicted of
belonging to, aiding or supporting armed opposition forces, others held
pending trial for similar offences, and about 200 sentenced for crimes
committed while they were serving as members of the National Guard before
it was dissolved in July 1979, 202 of the released prisoners were included
in a list of 618 prisoners approved by the National Assembly for pardon in
February or March 1987, but who were not released at that time. Opposition
leaders have raised the question of the remaining 416 prisoners on that
list who, to Amnesty International's knowledge, remain in prison.

Amnesty International is investigating the cases of several prisoners
not released under the November pardon in the belief that they may have
been detained as a result of their legitimate, non-violent political
activities, or of false and unfounded accusations of illegal activities.
Amnesty International has adopted Mario del Carmen Baldizdn Avilés as a
prisoner of conscience. He was detained on 5 July 1985 and sentenced in
December 1985 by a military court to 10 years' imprisonment for treason.

He was charged with having directly assisted his brother, Alvaro Baldizén
Aviles, in leaving the country illegally on 1 July 1985. Alvaro Baldizén
subseguently travelled to the United States, where his statements accusing
the Nicaraguan government of gross human rights violations were published
by the Department of State. The sentence was upheld by a military appeals
court and a further appeal to the Supreme Court is pending a decision.
Amnesty International believes that Mario Baldizén has been victimized asz a
result of his family relationship to his brother Alvaro, and that the trial
did not meet international standards of fairness and impartielity.

On 19 January 1988 the government issued decrees unconditionally
lifting the state of emergency throughout the national territory and
abolishing the TPA's. All cases at present under review by the TPA's would
be returned to the jurisdiection of ordinary courts, and the exercise of
individual rights and guarantees would be governed by the relevant articles
of the Nicaraguan Constitution of January 1987. These include a limit of
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72 hours before a detainee must be presented to a legal authority, the
right to due process of law, and the availability of habeas corpus in case
of illegal arrest.

The government also announced on 16 January that a broad amnesty would
be put inte effect as soon as the terms of a ceasefire had been agreed with
representatives of the armed opposition forces. Direct negociations
between government representatives and leaders of the armed opposition
began in Guatemala City on 18 February. An amnesty decree which has been
pending since November 1987 refers to priscners convicted or awaiting trial
under the Ley Sobre el Mantenimiento del Orden ¥ la Seguridad Piblica of
July 19759, it would appear to exclude those convicted of offenses committed
under the previous government as members of the National Guard, who were
tried by special tribunals under the penal code in force at the time of the
offences. While Amnesty International has not determined that any of these
prisoners are prisoners of conscience, it has concluded that sericus
procedural irregulerities occurred impeding their right to a fair trial,
and has recommended a systematic review of these cases by the ordinary
courts.

It iz not elear at present how the implementation of an amnesty would
affect military personnel jailed for human rights offences, or the further
investigation by the courts of alleged human rights abuses which have not
yet been clarified.

Amnesty International noted with concern the arrest on 15 August of
two prominent government opponents, Dr Lino Hernandez Trigueros, Executive
Secretary of the Permanent Commission of Human Rights [CPDH] and Alberto
Saborio Morales, a leading member of the Nicaraguan Bar Association and
Secretary General of the Nicaraguan Conservative Party (PCN). Both men
were sentenced to 30 days' imprisonment by a police magistrate for
infringing the laws governing public demonstrations, and were released by
Fresidential decree after serving 24 days. The organization has alsoc been
concerned at reports of the harassment and intimidation of members of the
Movimiento de Madres 22 de Enero, a group of relatives of political
prisoners which has called for an unrestricted amnesty for political
prisoners.




