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UA 132/82 "Disappearance" 25 May 1982

EL SALVADOR: Juan Francisco RAMIREZ
- and one other person (at present unamed)

Amnesty International is gravely concerned about the safety of
Juan Francisco Ranirez, aged 27, whe is the director of the Green
Cross relief agency (a private, non—-sectarian relief agency), and a
relative of his.

Juan Frarcisco Ramirez and his relative were abducted by six
gunmen who raided his house in San Salvador at midnight on 20 May
1982. The gunmen also took an unknown amount of money and numerous
business papers from the house.

Amesty International believes that Sr. 'Juan Francisco Ramirez
and his relative may have been seized by the Salvadorian security
forces or by paramilitary agents working closely with the security
forces. The willingmess.of the Green-Cross to attempt to assist
victims of the current hostilities in all areas of the country
regardless of their political affiliations has made it a target of
government attack in the past. The abduction of Sr. Ramirez is the
second attack on a Green Cross official in seven weeks. On 2 April
1982 a Green Cross paramedic was killed by unidentified gunmen.

Background information

The security forces in El Salvador have been carrying out a
systematic and widespread program of torture, 'disappearances", and
individual and mass killings of men, women and children. The victims
have included not only people suspected of opposition to the authorities,
but thousands who were simply in areas targeted for security operations,
whose death or mutilation seems to have been completely arbitrary.
Testimonies received daily by Amnesty International implicate all branches
of the Salvadorian security forces in such violations of human rights -
both military and police units as well as paramilitary squads acting with
their explicit or implicit warrant - and the violations have occurred on
such a scale that there can be no question that they constitute a gross
and consistent pattern of human rights abuses.

Amnesty International has repeatedly drawn attention to human
rights violations in El Salvador carried out under the juntas in power
since General Humberto Romero was overthrown in October 1979. Amnesty
International has repeatedly appealéd to the authorities to investigate
and account for the arbitrary detention or the "disappearance" or murder
of priests, trade union leaders, church workers, teachers, academics,
peasant families and community workers as well as the 'disappearance"
and killing of patients abducted from hospital sickbeds by security
agents. In no single instance have the Salvadorian authorities issued
a satisfactory response.

Following the elections for a constituent assembly on 28 March 1982
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RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Telegrams/express letters expressing gr
of Juan Francisco Ramirez and his relat
safety be guaranteed. Urge that they be

APPEALS TO:

Sr. Roberto d'Aubuisson
Presidente de la Asamblea Constituyente
San Salvador, El1 Salvador

(President of the Constituent Assmebly)

Dr. Fernando Berrios Escobar
Ministro de Salud Publica
Ministerio de Salud Publica
San Salvador, E1 Salvador

(Ministen o Health)

COPIES TO:

General José Guillermo Garcia

Ministro de Defensa y Seguridad Publica
Ministerio de Defensa y Seguridad Publt
Casa Presidencial

San Salvador, E1 Salvador

(Ministen of Degence and Public Safety)
and to Salvadorian diplomatic represent

PLEASE SEND APPEALS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
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political parties to form a
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orts of human rights violations
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released immediately.

Teleghams to: Srn. d'Aubuisson,
Presdidente Asamblea Constituyente,
San Salvador

Telegrams to: Dn. Berdos Escobar,
Ministro de Salud Pablica, San
Salvadon

MosteEor Arturo Rivera y Damas
Seminario San Jose de la Montana
San Salvador, El1 Salvador

(Acting Anchbishop)
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atives in your country.

. Check with the International
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C1 Please take immediate action as soon as yvou receive this
Urgent Action appeal. Carefully read the Recommended
Action.

L1 Letters and telegrams should be brief and courteous.
Stress that your concern for human rights is not in any
way politically partisan. Refer to the relevant provisions
in international law, such as the United Nations Universal
Declaration of Human Rights:

Article 3, “Lvervone has the right to life, liberty and
security of person’;

Article 5, *No one shall be subjected to torture or to
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment™;
Article 9, " No one shall be subjected to arbitary arrest,

detention or exile™.

[ The name of Amnesty International can be used unless

stated otherwise: although, letters written in a private or

professionul capacity may be more effective

Information about the alleged connection of any person
with an organization which is banned in their country is
provided as background only and should not be included

in appeals.

In Urgent Action cases. where Amnesty International has
to act rapidly to prevent the possible ill-treatment of
prisoners, appeals are issued when the circumstances of a
person’s arrest or disappearance make such treatment likely.
Do not make direct accusations and. unless otherwise
instructed, do not use the word™torture™,

Send at least one telegram or express letter immediately.
Other letters can be sent afterwards to the addresses listed.
Copies of letters should be sent to the relevant diplomatic
representatives in your country. Copies of any replies
received should be sent immediately to the International
Secretariat, or to your national section or Urgent Action
coordinator. Thank the ofticial who has replied, requesting
that you be kept informed about the case.




