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UONDURAS: Tenty Salvadorian refugees

AT has received reports that twenty Salvadorian refugees, whose
names are not yet known, were arrested on 19 March 1981 by the Honduran
authorities at Los Hernandez in the municipality of La Virtud, department
of Lempira in Fonduras.

The twenty had fled with large numbers of other Salvadorian
peasants from the Cabanas region of Zi Salvador across the river
Lerpa which marks the frontier between El Salvacdor and the department
of Lempira, Uonduras. The Honduran arny has been attempting to prevent
Salvadorians from seeking refuge in Honduras and AI has received reports
that some of those who ' :ive succeeded in crossing the border have
suffzred datention or extra-judicial killing at the hamd3s of the
Honduran army.

On 14 May 1980 between 300 and 600 Salvadorian refugees were
xilled by Salvadorian troops while trying to cross the river Sumpul
into Horduras where Honduran troops were attempting to prevent them
from entering.

RECOMIENDED ACTION: Telegrams/airmail letters (Honduras has no
express delivery service) asking for clarification of the whereabouts
and legal situatior of the twenty detained Salvadorian refugees, and
requesting guarantees of their physical safety. Please also urge

the Honduran authorities not to send any Salvadorian refugee back to
21 Salvador as AI believes that this would put their lives at risk.
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and to ionduran diplomatic representatives in your country.

FINAL DATE FOR ACTIOW: 24 April 1631



